
Village of Riverwoods 
Board of Trustees Meeting 

October 17, 2023 
APPROVED 

 
Present: 
Kris Ford, Mayor  
Michael Clayton  
Liliya Dikin 
Andrew Eastmond (arrived pm) 
Henry Hollander 
Rick Jamerson 
 
Absent: 
Jeff Smith 
 
Also Present: 
Bruce Huvard, Village Attorney  
Sgt. William Kirby, Riverwoods Police Department 
Stephen Witt, Director of Community Services 
Carissa Smith, Village Engineer 
Tony Vasquez, Finance Director 
Vivian Hofeld, Deputy Village Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm 
 
Swearing in of New Police Officer 
 
Sgt. Kirby introduced Officer Kolek who has 27 years of prior experience.  He served as a commander 
in his past department.  Deputy Village Clerk Vivian Kolek swore in Andy Kolek as the new police 
officer in the Village of Riverwoods.   
 
Thank you 
 
Mayor Ford reported this is former Director of Community Services Russ Kraly last meeting.  Mr. Kraly 
retired once from the Village of Riverwoods and has stayed on when we needed him.  Mr. Kraly is also 
the mayor in his community.  He will be missed.  Mr. Kraly has been with Riverwoods for 23 years.  He 
thanked the Village and Mayor Ford for everything. 
 
Document Approval 
 
Trustee Jamerson moved to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2023 Board of Trustees meeting.  
Trustee Clayton seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously on a voice vote with Trustee 
Dikin abstaining. 
 
Treasurer’s and Finance Committee Report 



 
Trustee Jamerson moved to approve the bills.  Trustee Clayton seconded the motion. There were some 
questions by the Trustees.  The motion passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES:  Clayton, Dikin, Hollander, Jamerson (4) 
NAYS:  None (0) 
 
Trustee Clayton presented the third quarter financial reports.  He discussed the revenue and expense 
report.  The building department is running ahead of budget in revenue.  The police department revenue 
is trending higher than budget.  The expenditures show a significant increase in the administration 
department due to software, hardware and consulting expenses.  All other expenses are trending well.  
The sewer fund expenditures have been behind budget, but Trustee Clayton believes it is due to timing.   
 
Director of Community Services Report 
 
Mr. Witt is trying to absorb the history of the village, including evaluating internal processes, and 
working with landscapers and contractors.  Mr. Witt is looking at how things are functioning, and as 
needed improving the processes.  Mr. Witt noted the level of activity in the play area over the past two 
weeks. 
 
Engineer’s Report 
 
Ms. Smith reported the play area now has structures in place.  The rubberized surface will hopefully be 
installed next week.   
 
Ms. Smith received a call because JULIE missed the water main location by 8 feet and the water main 
was hit.  Boil alerts were issued.  Fire hydrant painting will be wrapping up shortly.  Trustee Jamerson 
noted JULIE has requested changes from Springfield on how they do their locates.  Trustee Clayton 
looked at the play area and believes the Board should consider a fence to keep kids from running onto 
Portwine.   
 
Plan Commission Report 
 
Plan Commission Chairperson Laurie Breitkopf reported the Plan Commission met on October 5, 2023 
and held a hearing on a Special Use to consider video gaming in Colonial Court.  The Plan Commission 
voted 3-1 with some conditions.  The Plan Commission also held a workshop meeting to consider land 
use.  The Plan Commission will meet on November 2, 2023. 
 
ZBA Report 
  
Zoning Board of Appeals Chairperson Sherry Graditor reported the ZBA has not met. 
 
Police Report 
 
The police activity is attached to the end of the minutes.  Sgt. Kirby reported the department has 
received calls about the situation in Israel and Palestine and has been working with local, State and 



Federal partners.  Currently, there are no credible threats.  The department is monitoring events.  Sgt. 
Kirby noted this time of year sees an uptick in fraud.   
 
Information Items from the President 
 
Status of Organizational Structure 
 
Mayor Ford noted there have been changes in personnel.  We are moving forward and have a great team 
in place.  The Village is very fortunate to find both a Finance Director and Community Services 
Director.  Administrative operations determined the strictly administrative assistant position was 
unnecessary, but a part-time Village Clerk is needed.   
 
New Business 
 
Approval of the Property and Liability Insurance Renewal Proposal 
 
Cathy Easly, First Vice President with Alliant Insurance Services, Inc. presented the insurance renewal 
proposal.  The insurance market is still difficult, especially in the public entity space.  Starting the 
renewal process early provided the opportunity for an early renewal.  Ms. Easly noted the proposed 
renewal premium includes a 7 percent increase.  The estimate was initially a 10 percent increase.  They 
received multiple options for cyber security and suggested going with the current carrier at a lower 
premium.   
 
Trustee Clayton asked about the workman’s comp, because there are two different amounts.  Ms. Easly 
noted the overall rate has gone down from the past year.  Trustee Clayton asked about the increase in the 
police department overall liability.  Ms. Easly explained it is a function of the global insurance market.  
Mayor Ford thanked Ms. Easly for her prompt service.  The estimate was initially a 10 percent increase. 
 
Trustee Clayton moved to approve the property and liability insurance renewal proposal as presented.  
Trustee Jamerson seconded the motion.  The motion passed by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Clayton, Dikin, Hollander, Jamerson (4) 
NAYS:  None (0) 
 
Approval of Ordinance O-23-10-14 amending the Village Code concerning soliciting in the Village 
 
After discussion, Trustee Jamerson moved to waive the First Reading of the Ordinance.  Trustee Clayton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 
 
Trustee Jamerson moved for Second Reading and adoption of the Ordinance amending the Village Code 
concerning soliciting in the Village.  Trustee Clayton seconded the motion. The motion passed by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES:  Clayton, Dikin, Hollander, Jamerson (4) 
NAYS:  None (0) 
 



Approval of Resolution R-23-10-05 appointing the authorized agent to the IMRF 
 
Trustee Jamerson moved to appoint Anthony (Tony) Vasquez as the authorized agent to the IMRF.  
Trustee Dikin seconded the motion.  The motion passed by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Clayton, Dikin, Hollander, Jamerson (4) 
NAYS:  None (0) 
 
Old Business 
 
Approval of a request for a donation to the Deerfield Parents Network 
 
Debra Steinberg, Treasurer of Deerfield Parent Network, a 501(c)(3) organization that puts on programs 
for parents during the year, was present.  She asked the Village to continue their generous support to 
help fund their free programs.  Ms. Steinberg noted they run solely on donations.  For example, tonight, 
there is a program at Deerfield High School explaining what parents need to know when their child turns 
18.  Trustee Clayton asked if this is the same as the after prom.  Ms. Steinberg explained that is a 
different part of the Deerfield Parent Network.    He noted the total contribution from communities is 
about $3250 and Riverwoods contributes $1000 of that.  Ms. Steinberg reported Deerfield donates 
$1000 and Bannockburn donates as well.   
 
Trustee Jamerson moved to approve the request for a $1000 donation to the Deerfield Parents Network.  
Trustee Clayton seconded the motion.  The motion passed by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Clayton, Dikin, Hollander, Jamerson (4) 
NAYS:  None (0) 
 
Visitors wishing to address the Board 
 
Barbara Raff thanked the Village for the new hydrants and roads.  Ms. Raff asked if Thorngate could be 
part of the buckthorn remediation program. 
 
Summer Zong and Herbert Wu asked about the minimum stay for short-term rentals, which is currently 
28 days.  She asked what triggered the regulation.  Ms. Zong purchased their home on two-acres, six 
years ago but do not use their entire home.  They started with Air BnB in 2020 before the pandemic.  
The 28-day restriction is very difficult.  Mr. Huvard explained the Village had some complaints and the 
Plan Commission discussed the regulations.  After discussion, Mr. Huvard suggested making a request 
to the Board with the minimum changes that are being requested.   
 
Steven Fisher is a 30-year resident.  Mr. Fisher does not believe limiting short-term rentals to a 
minimum of 28 days is appropriate. 
 
Standing Committee Reports 
 



Finance/Economic Development – Trustee Clayton is working on the 5-year projections as a foundation 
for the police tax, capital projects and budget.  Trustee Clayton asked for additional ideas to determine 
the capital budget.   
 
Communications – Trustee Dikin reported the Village website has a statement on the Hamas attack on 
Israel.  There are resources in the article that are important.  The Village website will have a dedicated 
page for resources.  The existing content will be categorized for residents to search for information.  
Trustee Dikin hopes to have this complete by the end of the year. 
 
Woodlands/Ecological/Legal – Mayor Ford noted there was some rumbling about the mosquito 
abatement district dissolving.  Mayor Ford and Trustee Eastmond are trying to get more information and 
wll make it known that Riverwoods is interested in keeping the district. 
 
Land Use and Roads – Trustee Hollander met with Lake County twice in the past two weeks about 
Deerfield Road.  They will keep the retention pond and availability of an access road even though the 
Federal Life property will not be developed at this time.  Trustee Hollander received information about 
the sound wall.  The number of trees being removed have been reduced from 1000 to 600.  Trustee 
Hollander noted the Village needs to budget for an estimate on landscaping Deerfield Road.  Trustee 
Jamerson asked about the sidewalk from Meadowlake to Colonial Court.  The Village will be 
responsible for 4 percent of the cost plus maintenance.   
 
Building and Storm Water/Utilities – Trustee Jamerson reported the building department is very busy 
with re-roofing projects.  There is more than $4 million in construction costs for the month of September 
which is 2.5 times last year.  There was one new residential permit.  There will be a stormwater report in 
November. 
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to discuss, Trustee Dikin moved to adjourn the meeting.  Trustee 
Jamerson seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 
: 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:49 pm 
 
The next regular meeting of the Board of Trustees will take place on November 7, 2023 at 7:30 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Vivian Hofeld  
Deputy Village Clerk 
 
Transcribed by: 
Jeri Cotton 
 
Attachment: 
Police Report 
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